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Beaded Treasures Project

the driving force behind the Beaded Treasures Project.
Surekha came to the U.S. from India and as a woman of
many abilities has chosen to put her artistic talent and
business savvy to work for a good cause: Creating a
bridge to entrepreneurship.

After Surekha discovered the Kentucky Refugee Minis-
tries women who bead she devised a plan for refugee
women to develop entrepreneurial skills. Surekha
guides the women as they develop their talents,
products and marketing ideas. They learn to build
business plans and to make their beading profitable.
Then they begin repaying the micro-loans that provided
the materials for their beading.

She purchases high quality materials at wholesale bulk
prices to keep costs low for the artists. Donations from

| recently had the pleasure of meeting Surekha Kulkarni, area artists and other support-

ers help finance the project.
The only reward Surekha
receives for her investment,
effort and advice is sharing her
love of beading and seeing the
women hone their entrepreneu-
rial skills.

Find out more about the
Beaded Treasures Project
online in a recent LEO article,
an announcement by the Indian
Professional Council, and of
course, on the Beaded Treasures website. You can
contribute to the project by purchasing the jewelry,
hosting an event, or making a donation. Contact the
Beaded Treasures Project here.

Why All The Fuss About VAWA?

As we look forward to a holiday weekend most of
us are not focused on what is happening in
Congress. But even if we are not paying attention,
a lot is at stake.

The version of VAWA reauthorization passed by
the Senate (S. 1925) is the more comprehensive
bill for serving victims. The later version passed by
the House excludes the LGBTQ community from
protection, reduces or eliminates protections for
immigrant women—and would also allow some
immigrant victims who assist in prosecution of
perpetrators to be punished. It fails to address the
crisis of violence against American Indian women
by not recognizing tribal court authority to hold
perpetrators accountable. Some advocates
describe this version as protection for abusers.

What is VAWA?

VAWA is the Violence Against Women’s Act. Since
1994 this legislation has provided legal protec-
tions for victims of crimes, particularly abuse and
funding for programs & services. VAWA must be
re-auvthorized every 5 years to remain in effect.

The current authorization from 2005 expired in
2011. Funding is scheduled to end later this year.

Why is it Important to Immigrant Women?
Example 1: VAWA has allowed immigrant victims
of domestic violence and to obtain immigration
relief independent of their abusive spouse or
parent (called “self-petitioning”) and provided for
specific types of visas in qualifying cases (“U-visas”
for up to 4 years). Some protections were later
added to include elderly victims.

Example 2: VAWA has allowed immigrant victims
of sex trafficking to obtain “T-visas” with permis-
sion to work and the same access to benefits as
refugees.

Why is VAWA Important to Tribal Women?
Gaps in state, federal, local and tribal jurisdictions
allow non-Indian perpetrators to go

unprosecuted. The Senate’s version for reauthori-
zation of VAWA proposed changes which would
help close those gaps. The Indian Law Resource
Center explains the need for change.



http://www.beadedtreasuresproject.com/products.html
http://leoweekly.com/news/crafty-lending
http://ipckentucky.ning.com/events/official-launch-of-beaded
http://www.beadedtreasuresproject.com
http://www.beadedtreasuresproject.com/Contact-Us.html
http://louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/MyCommunityMyHealth.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/MyCommunityMyHealth.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/139296.pdf
http://www.courier-journal.com/article/20120524/OPINION02/305240024/Reader-Letters-Victims-need-VAWA?odyssey=mod|newswell|text|Home|s
http://www.americanbar.org/advocacy/governmental_legislative_work/priorities_policy/access_to_legal_services/vawa_home.html
http://www.americanbar.org/advocacy/governmental_legislative_work/priorities_policy/access_to_legal_services/vawa_home.html
http://www.indianlaw.org/content/vawas-tribal-provisions-better-protect-native-women-locally
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OFW HEALTH FAIR Photos with Norton’s Mobile

The OFW Health Fairs had everything from Louisville Free Public Library to Preston Chiropractic to Infinite Bliss Yoga

There were plenty of things to see and do - including screenings provided by Norton’s Mobile Unit

OFW COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sunday, April 01, 2012 - Saturday, June 30, 2012 Foster Parents Needed
MAY

Thursday, May 31, 2012 - Sunday, June 10, 2012 Looking for Lilith Presents: Looking Forward, Looking Back
Thursday, May 31, 2012 - Saturday, June 02, 2012 College Women's Leadership Conference

JUNE

Saturday, June 02, 2012 Americana World Festival

Saturday, June 02, 2012 BeadedTreasures @ Worldfest

Wednesday, June 06, 2012 - Thursday, June 07, 2012 Own Your Own Business Seminar

Thursday, June 07, 2012 Tax Restructuring: Who Pays What?

Friday, June 08, 2012 - Sunday, June 24, 2012 Buried Child @ Bunbury Theatre

Saturday, June 09, 2012 My Community, My Health

Disclaimer: Office FoWomen cannot guarantee accuracy of information from third parties. Please use contact information provided to
confirm dates, times, and locations. All messages made available as part of the OFW e-News and any opinions, advice, statements or other infor-
mation contained in any messages posted or transmitted for or by a third party are the responsibility of the author of that message and not Office

For Women or Metro Government.

Harvesting e-mail addresses is strictly prohibited; it is not the intent of the sender or the
legal recipients to utilize this publication in any other manner other than as expressly
intended. Failure to adhere to this process may be unlawful.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
REVITALIZATION



http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EconomicSecurity
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EconomicSecurity
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EconomicSecurity/WOB2.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EconomicSecurity/WOB2.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EconomicSecurity/WOBsEntrepreneurship.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EconomicSecurity/WOBsEntrepreneurship.htm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/OFW-Louisville/157865860942944
http://www.facebook.com/pages/OFW-Louisville/157865860942944
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EventsNewsWorkshops/
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EventsNewsWorkshops/
https://cdcbp.ky.gov/VICWeb/index.jsp
http://ags2.lojic.org/WhereDoIVote/
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/BeInvolved/WomensOrganizations.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/BeInvolved/WomensOrganizations.htm
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/FosterParentsNeeded.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/LookingForwardLookingBack.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/CollegeWomenLeadershipConf.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/AmericanaWorldFestival.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/Beaded+Treasures.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/OwnBusiness.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/TaxRestructuring.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/BuriedChild.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/Calendar/MyCommunityMyHealth.htm?eventmode=latest&range=latest
http://www.louisvilleky.gov/OFW/EconomicSecurity

